Cutteslowe Community Association
Summer Playscheme
1st – 18th August 2017

1

Cutteslowe Summer Playscheme strives to be a welcoming place for children to engage
in a variety of stimulating and challenging activities. We provide a safe and nurturing
environment where children have the freedom to confidently express themselves
through self-directed play. Creating a culture which promotes self-esteem and
positive relationships, through a child-focused approach underpins everything we do at
Playscheme. We offer an inclusive scheme for up to 55 local children aged 5-11 years
to enjoy play, educational, sport and creative opportunities for three weeks during the
summer holidays. The playscheme has been running for more than twelve years. A high
ratio of qualified and experienced play leaders working with a team of play assistants,
ensures that nurturing and positive relationships are fostered in a safe and supportive
environment. Above all we want the children to have fun!
This years’ scheme was kindly made possible through funding from the following
organisations: St Michael and all Saints Partnership FEOFFEES fund, The Mactaggart
Third Fund, Oxford City Council Open Bid, anonymous charitable donations, fundraising
and parents’ and carers’ fees. We were also able to provide even more of a range of
nutritious snacks for the children, thanks to food donations from Thames Valley
Fareshare and Oxford Food Bank.
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Safer Recruitment
Cutteslowe Community Association is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people and requires all staff and volunteers to share and
demonstrate this commitment in every aspect of their work. We follow Safer
Recruitment practice when recruiting and appointing staff to
•
•
•

Attract the best possible applicants to vacancies
Deter prospective applicants who are unsuitable to work with children or young
people
Identify and reject applicants who are unsuitable to work with children or young
people

We always interview face to face and successful candidates must meet the
requirements of the person specification and are subject to pre-employment checks
including where required, an enhanced DBS check and satisfactory references.

From the Play Leader
For 2017's playscheme we were fortunate enough to have
a fantastic team of professionals who had a wealth of
experience, from qualified SEN teachers, trainee teachers
to a Zumba instructor! This experience meant that we
were able to support the children in a range of ways and
ensure they had the best possible time!
The weather was (mostly) on our side; which meant lots of
lovely days getting the children outdoors and enjoying
some of the local parks. Even when it was raining the
children wanted to be outside, so we made sure we took
advantage of the good weather when we had it.
Out trips included; Black park in Slough (with a great
adventure playground and an opportunity to feed the ducks), weekly swimming, the
Living Rain Forest (with a real live Sloth) and Go Ape (where even the adults had a go).
As well as the trips, we offered lots of Arts and Crafts, X-Box, movies (and popcorn)
face painting, games and LOTS of football!
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From a member of staff point of view;
'it was a fantastic experience. The children were lovely all round and lots of
laughter and fun was had!'

The Team
A full team of staff were on duty each
day including the Play Leader, Deputy
Play Leaders, supported by full and
part time Play Assistants. Two
members of the staff had worked at
last year’s scheme and knew many of
the children. The staff held a variety
of appropriate professional
qualifications and the team included
qualified SEN teachers, higher level
Teaching Assistants and a Community
Sports Leader. As several members of
our team had sound experience of
working with children with special
needs and disabilities we were able to
provide additional support to any child
that needed extra help. Many staff
had interests that they were keen to
share with the children including dance
and drama, cooking and sport and
Forest School.

Staff Training
In 2017 we offered all staff the opportunity to undergo staff training as a team. This
included health and safety, confidentiality, safeguarding and team building as well as
allowing staff to spend time together planning activities. A Staff Poster was created
which included details of qualifications and child-care experience. This was
prominently displayed for parents/carers to see.
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The Children
The playscheme ran for 3 weeks attended by 49 children (59% qualified for fully
subsidised places), from a variety of backgrounds and family situations and including
those with disabilities and/or additional support needs. Around 32 children attended
each day of whom a number were speakers of other languages with limited English.
Every effort was made by the team to include and engage every child whatever their
needs and our priority was to ensure that each of them had a positive and enjoyable
time at Playscheme.

Activities
Staff aimed to deliver high quality inclusive
play work, based on play work principles with
all the benefits that the 16 types of play can
offer. Prior to the start of the playscheme
the Play Leader visited the local primary
school several times to liaise with school staff
and to promote the scheme. We used
feedback from last year and spoke to children
about what activities they had enjoyed from
previous years to plan a scheme that offered
the widest range of activities and choice to as many of the children as possible.
Swimming, cooking, dressing up and trips out were popular choices as well as any
outdoor based activities.
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Dressing up clothes were available for the children to play with every day and they
could also let their imaginations run wild with the huge range of junk and clay modelling
materials. We offered cooking sessions and children were able to experiment with
new as well as familiar ingredients and then take home their creations to share with
their families.

Sports activities, including football and rounders, were held when the children wanted
them. The children enjoyed attending Cutteslowe Park where they had a choice
between the grassy area to play a team game, the playground with swings and slides or
the adventure playground with a large wooden climbing structure and zip wire. There
was also a weekly trip to the local swimming pool where some of the children enjoyed
climbing on inflatables whilst other children played in the smaller pool. We also
organised games in the hall and at our party on the last day parents/carers donated
tasty snacks for a shared lunch with party games and prizes for everyone.
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A typical summer at Playscheme:
Week 1
Monday 31st
8.30AM
9AM
10AM
10.30AM
11AM
12.30PM1.30PM
1.30PM

TRAINING DAY
FOR STAFF

Tuesday
1st

Arrive
Breakfast
Activities
Picnic
Lunch
Activities

2.45PM

Wednesday
2nd
Arrive
Breakfast
KS1
Swimming
Picnic Lunch

Thursday
3rd

Friday
4th

Arrive
Breakfast
Activities

Arrive
Breakfast
Black Park
Adventure playground
and Forest School

Picnic
Lunch
Activities

Comments

KS2
Swimming
End of Day - Home time

Week 2
Monday
7th
8.30AM
9AM
10AM
10.30AM
11AM

Arrive
Breakfast
Activities

12.30PM1.30PM
1.30PM

Picnic
Lunch
Activities

Tuesday
8th

Wednesday
9th

Arrive

Arrive
Breakfast

Cuttelsowe Garden
Centre

KS1
Swimming
Picnic Lunch

KS2
Swimming
End of Day - Home time

2.45PM

Thursday
10th

Arrive
Breakfast
Activities

Friday
11th
Arrive

Comments

RAINFOREST
trip

Picnic
Lunch
Activities

Week 3
Monday
14th
8.30AM
9AM
10AM
10.30AM
11AM
12.30PM1.30PM
1.30PM

2.45PM

Arrive
Breakfast
Activities
Picnic Lunch
Activities

Tuesday
15th
Arrive
Breakfast
KS1
Swimming
Picnic Lunch
KS2
Swimming

Wednesday
16th

Thursday
17th
Arrive

Arrive
Breakfast
Activities
Picnic
Lunch
Activities

Friday
18th

Comments

Arrive
Breakfast
Activities
GO APE
trip

Picnic Lunch
PARTY!
Parents welcome to
attend

End of Day - Home time
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How well did we do?
We are always keen to receive
feedback from children and from their
parents and carers. Feedback can help
us make small changes and improvements on a day to day basis while the scheme is
operating and importantly helps ensure continuous improvement for the coming year.

What did the children think?
Many of the children told us what they thought and felt about Playscheme as it was
happening. Staff used this information at their daily meetings to make, where
possible necessary changes to the programme or method of delivery. We encourage
every child to give us feedback (anonymous or owned) in written or pictorial form.

Most favourite part of the playscheme for children?
Go Ape! Everything! Everyone! Swimming! Football!! Dressing Up! Going to the Park!
Clay Modelling! Cooking!
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What did the parents and carers think?
Many parents and carers told us that they preferred to give us direct verbal feedback
which we are happy to receive but we also encourage parents and carers to complete
the anonymous evaluation forms. We value and learn from feedback – the comments
and observations from parents, carers and children help us improve from year to year.
We worked hard to resolve and address issues immediately, quickly, respectfully and
with tact and diplomacy. Overall any concerns were minor and the overwhelming
response to the quality of the provision was extremely positive.

What did parents and carers like about the playscheme.
''Very calm and supportive atmosphere''
“Very happy with everything”
‘’ The staff managed everything so well’’
“Well done”
“Great playscheme- thank you”
“Really impressed”
“He's not a joiner – and he joined in everything''
“She felt included – all her problems mean she's usually left out”
“Best playscheme ever”
“Staff were amazing''

Frequent Q and A
1) Why don't you include family trips or trips to the seaside or theme parks?
We do not include trips to the seaside or theme parks during Playscheme as CCA
organise a variety of family trips over the summer months. When we do offer a trip
or activity the cost is included in your fee and we don't ask you to pay any additional
costs. Many families struggle to pay the subsidised cost of a playscheme place, so we
don’t offer activities where we would have to charge extra as this would exclude some
children. Whatever fee you are asked to pay will be subsidised to some degree from
funds we have raised. We do this as we are a community based playscheme there for
all local children who will benefit from coming to Playscheme.
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2) My children love the trips – why aren't there more?
We include as many trips as possible within the constraints of the budget. Entry
charges to theme parks and some attractions is beyond our means. We start our
planning for Playscheme many months before it takes place, and this includes applying
for funds from various charities, the City Council and by holding fundraising events.
Each year this becomes more difficult as there is never enough money to go around all
the organisations that compete for funding. Most funders will not subsidise trips or
outings.

3) OK, so why not more local trips in Oxford or Oxfordshire?
Transport costs are prohibitive even to places close by, limiting the number of trips
involving transport or where we can go in the area unless it is in walking distance. That
being said, a great example of a new and very local activity was a rainy-day change of
plan, prompting a visit to Cutteslowe Horticultural Therapy and Garden Centre.
Located in Cutteslowe Park and less than 5 minutes walking distance from the
Community Centre, the children enjoyed morning and afternoon sessions in the
butterfly house, exploring and handling various species of bugs and plants.

4) I am a working parent and start work early/finish late.
The playscheme does not aim primarily to provide childcare for working parents. We
cannot receive children before 10:00 and ask that they are collected by an adult
(previously notified to us) at 15:00 or at the agreed time if children are returning
from a trip. Increasing our hours of operation would mean increasing our staff costs
and this would make the scheme unaffordable for many families.

5) What about food – I am unsure what I need to provide?
We ask that each child is sent from home with a healthy packed lunch each day and
that enough food is included to take them through a busy day, often involving physical
activities. We do provide a light breakfast of cereals, fruit and toast for children
who arrive promptly at 10.00 and fruit, water and squash are freely available
throughout the day. In addition, a supply of sandwiches is made freshly each day in
case anyone has forgotten their lunch box or is just plain extra hungry! There are
plenty of 'treats' on offer, so we ask that you do not send your child with sweets,
chocolate or fizzy drinks.
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6) What about spending money – my child lost £10 last year?
Your fee includes all costs – there is nothing extra to pay. Some families agree that
their child should have 'spending money' on a trip and that is a matter for you to
decide. When children bring money or personal items to Playscheme they often ask
staff to look after these for them and this creates an extra responsibility and burden
for staff. We request that your children do not bring money or personal items with
them unless previously agreed with the Play Leader or Deputy Play Leader. On trip
days when children may want to bring 'spending money' we will ask you to sign in any
money at registration and to hand this to either the Play Leader or their Deputy. We
cannot be responsible for any money or items not signed for and handed in to our care.

7) I am interested in booking a place/places for my child/children
That's easy! Just call into the office, ring or email us and we will take some details
from you. We need to know some basic information about you and your child and we can
add them to the list for the weeks you require. Booking a place does not mean that
your child is added to the register – you need to confirm your booking by paying
for the places you require or agreeing to a payment plan. Once agreed your
child/children have a confirmed place for the days/weeks you require.

8) How do I pay or agree a payment plan?
That's easy too! Just call in to the office, ring us or email us and say you would like to
pay for your Playscheme places. Those in receipt of any means tested benefit, will
need to show proof in order to qualify for a subsidised place. You can pay the whole
amount or agree a payment plan with us. There is no extra charge to pay on a plan, but
you must make the regular payments as agreed. We accept payment by cash, cheque,
BACS, or card payment in person, over the phone or by email. We cannot accept a
child were no payment has been received unless this is by a third party (social services
or similar).
January 2018
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