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WELCOME TO YOUR LATEST EDITION OF CUTTESLOWE NOW!
We hope you’ve all had a great start to the year and have enjoyed all the fun that Easter brings! It’s been a 
very busy few months here at the Centre with new activities and some fantastic events. As always we want 
to give a huge shout and thank you to our Cutteslowe Community who continue to support the centre in so 
many ways. We have a great team of dedicated volunteers who are always keen to get stuck in to odd jobs 
and helping to organise activities and events and helping to raise the funds for them too! 
As well as an update of our regular activities, here is also a little glimpse of the things we’ve been up to so 
far and all the great new things we have to come! As always please feel free to contact us or drop into the 
Centre (we have tea and biscuits!) if you have any questions, ideas or just for a chat. We’re always happy to 
see you. 

SAVING STAY & PLAY! 
Following the loss of our much loved local Children's Centre, we have 
spent the last few months holding weekly Stay and Play sessions for  
parents and carers to drop in  with their babies and young children up to 
the age of 5 years. We are delighted to announce that we will be working 
in partnership with Cutteslowe Primary School and after receiving a 3 
year grant from Oxfordshire County Council, will be able to provide two 
stay and play sessions and one baby group each week in the near future. 
Current sessions  : Thursdays 10am-12pm

THE CUTTESLOWE COMET 
Since the launch of the Cutteslowe Comet last September, we are pleased to see 
that it has helped many Cutteslowe residents after the loss of the No.17 bus. We 
also understand there have been  some issues  and we are feeding back all reports 
and pushing to resolve the problems in order to provide an efficient and reliable 
service.  This service now open to all Cuttelsowe residents and no longer only 
those with  a concessionary bus pass. You must however, register to become 
members of the Scheme, which can be done by contacting us at Cutteslowe Com-
munity Centre office between 9am-1pm Monday to Friday. You can find the latest 

timetable and information on registering for the Comet available to download online, or feel free to contact us 
directly. 

In starting Stay and Play and Cutteslowe Comet we have had a lot of encouragement and assistance from Cllr 
Jean Fooks, a staunch supporter of the Cutteslowe Community and we hope that she has a wonderful time in 
the coming year in her role as Lord Mayor of Oxford! 
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 We did have  a bit of a tricky start to the year, with a rather serious issue regarding unauthorised use and  
mis-treatment of the Centre over several nights, which has lead to police action, following an event booking.  
However, thanks to the amazing work from our caretaker Roger and  support from some very loyal members of 
the Community, we were able to swiftly clear up the mess left behind. Aside from that, take a look at some of the 
great things we’ve been up to so far.

Valentines family disco - February 14th 
Our great team of volunteer residents, held a family Valentine’s disco during the February half term. which had a 
great turnout and the disco  was enjoyed by all who turned up, raising a total of £40 from ticket sales! 

OxClean Spring Clean - Cutteslowe & Sunnymead Litter Pick - March 4th
We had a fantastic turnout this year for the litter pick, with at least 3 times the number of people turning up with 
friends and family. Thank you for joining us! The are s looking so much better and we do hope you will join us again 
next year. 

Food Sampling Afternoon and Mother’s Day Raffle! - March 25th 
Thank you to Prepte Foods who came along and cooked up 
some delicious food for us to sample from their latest menu.  
We sold out 250 raffle tickets and gave away some  
fabulous prizes, including a £50 Experience Days voucher! 
A day out at Farmer Gows, 2x 1 year season tickets to  
Waterperry Gardens, a beautifully hand crafted wax melt gift 
set from Ambrosial Wax Boutique, a box of delicious hand 
crafted chocolates from local chocolatier Chocsford , candles, 
pamper kits, bottles of bubbly and more. So thank you to our 
sponsors for  donating those great prizes! We also had our 
local Thames Valley Police PCSO’s come along in their van 

which entertained the little ones a great deal. Thank you to all the contributed to the day. We hope everyone who 
came enjoyed the afternoon as much as we did and we look forward to the rest of the years activities with you all. 
Money raised on the day: £223.35 

Sponsored Easter Cycle - 401.5 miles Cycled!
Thank you to everyone who got involved with this fundraiser, through cycling as well as sponsoring and donating. 
Also the Association cannot give a big enough thank you to our diamond volunteer and Cutteslowe resident 
Michelle Stevens who is continuously coming up with ideas for events and activities for the benefit of our commu-
nity, as well as all there great fundraising ideas which help us to keep the activities flowing. Thank you for all of 
your time, energy and spirit! We are still waiting for sponsorship money to come in, so do keep an eye out on our 
social media pages, emails and in the next edition of Cutteslowe Now for an update on the total amount raised. 

Butterfly Easter Weekend Event at Cutteslowe Nursery and Garden Centre 
We had a great  Easter weekend teaming up with 
Cutteslowe Nursery and Garden Centre and members 
of  St Andrew’s Church. The Garden Centre opened up 
their doors on Saturday 15th April for a day full of activ-
ities and fun for everyone to enjoy! They had some 
beautiful new butterflies and other creatures for some 
hands on fun especially for the little ones to enjoy. We 
also cooked and sold some deliciously fresh pizzas and 
had an egg hunt spanning over a mile’s walk around the 
park which was enjoyed by all. We’d like to thank all 

who helped organise this event and all the visitors who came along and joined in. We also raised a total of 
£204.50 on the day which, along with all other funds raised from previous activities ,will go towards our fund-
raising efforts for our activities this year! Well done to all! 

WHAT A GREAT TIME WE’VE HAD OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS!



Are you keen to move your life forward and make some positive steps towards 
achieving some new goals? 
A 6  week Personal Development Planning course will be  held at the 
Community Centre from May 16. The aim of this course is to  
provide you with all the tools needed to move your  
life on to the next stage. The course will cover: 

• Goal and target setting
• Looking at your existing skills and experiences and investigating how these can be used to help you reach

your life goals
• Using a journal and vision board to help visualise your goals
• Creating a positive life plan to help you manifest achievements that can be truly life changing

So what can this course do for you? Here’s one example of what others have gained from joining.  
"Taking part in this course really helped me to realise that I do have skills that can be used to help me move 
forward in a positive way. Being given the chance to actually spend time thinking about what I want and how to 
get there has been invaluable in helping me reach my goals."  

Monika. 
For more information about the course, start times or book a space please contact: 
The office at Cutteslowe Community Centre, between 9am-1pm Monday-Friday. 

Would you like to Learn English? Learn something new? Think about volunteering? Get 
help with taking steps to a job? Find a job now? 
There is a new friendly drop-in service for Cutteslowe residents who are interested in finding out more about  
employment, volunteering or learning opportunities. If you want to take your next step but you’re not sure where 
to start, why not come and have a chat. We can help you if you are: 

• Unemployed
• Not sure which course to take
• Interested in learning new skills
• Getting into work after a long break, or have never worked

From June 12th 2017 we’ll be starting off with some fun workshops 
Such as Nail Art or Threading! 
For more information about the course, start times or book  
a space please contact Rosa from Aspire Oxford on: 
0793 1400 108, or drop into the Centre for more information 

Keeping Up With The Children Maths— 5 week course at Cutteslowe Pavillion
This course helps parents/carers understand how maths is taught in school at the same time as improving 
parents'/carers' own maths skills and building confidence to help with maths homework. Topics include:  

• Problem solving and reasoning
• Multiplication
• Addition & Subtraction
• Division
• Fractions
• Partitioning

Dates: Mondays 8th, 15th, 22nd May; 5th & 12th June  Time: 12.45-2.45  | Venue: The Pavillion, Cutteslowe 
Park To enquire or book a space please contact: 
karen.ariss@abingdon-witney.ac.uk or 
sarah.levete@abingdon-witney.ac.uk  / 07920084523

NEW FREE DROP-IN SERVICES AND WORKSHOPS COMING TO 
CUTTESLOWE COMMUNITY CENTRE 



Cutteslowe Good Neighbour Scheme 
Thanks to the help from Volunteer Link-Up and by working  
together with North Oxford Community Association, we have now 
set up a neighbourly help/ befriending scheme to benefit the  
elderly and/or vulnerable people within our community.  

Do you or does anyone you know need help with household tasks, gardening, transport to/from 
hospital or doctors appointments or even simply some company? 

Would you like to volunteer to help members of your local community with any of the above? 
We are looking for both people in need of help and volunteers who would be keen to help them. 
Please contact us at the Community Centre for further information on how to become either a 

member or volunteer of the scheme. 

STILL TO COME THIS YEAR… 

Big Lunch Street Party Sunday 18th June 
Bring and share food, games music and activities! As part of Oxford Green 
Week we will have Recycle for Oxford team from Oxford City Council coming 
along to do a workshop, where they will be offering lots of great tips on how 
you can minimise food waste and some interesting craft activities using  
recycled materials. 

Strawberry Picking  Saturday 24th June 
After the success of last year’s Strawberry Picking trip, and many re-
quests to go again, we say why not! This year we will be teaming up 
with Good Food Oxford again and heading off to Rectory Farm. Look 
out for social media, email and printed updates closer to the date on 
how and when to book your free place. 

Summer Bingo - Saturday 15th July 
Join us for our Summer Bingo full of wonderful prizes, fun and laughter for 
all the family and friends!! Light refreshments available.   
Doors open at 6.00pm, eyes down at 6.30pm.

Summer Trip to Bournemouth  Saturday 22nd July 
The return of another successful trip from last year. We’ll be taking a 
coach (or two) back down to the sea for the day.  Places primarily reserved 
for Cutteslowe residents and on a first come first served basis, so look out 
for updates on when booking is open! 

Cutteslowe Summer Playscheme: 
Tuesday 1st August - Friday 18th August 
A 3 week programme of  creative indoor and outdoor play, sports,  
swimming and trips. Registration is opening at the end of May, keep an eye 
out for updates. We are also in the process of recruiting paid and volunteer 
Play Assistants to work preferably throughout the whole 3 weeks. Do get in 
touch if you are interested and have some time to spare. 

Trip to Beale Wildlife Park and Gardens (Date TBC) 
We will be organising another community day trip Beale Park during the bank holiday weekend at the end of  
August. Please look out for updates closer to the time for more details on the cost and how and when to book your 
place! 



 
 

FAMILY ART CLUB 

Thursdays 3.15pm-4.30pm 
 for children aged 5-11 years £3 per term 

Let your imagination take flight with Helen  
Edwards. Parents and carers are welcome to come 
and join in exploring all sorts of materials and ideas 
including paint, clay, mask-making, sculpture and 

book-making. Make work to take home or for  
exhibition. Art Club members take part in Young Art 

Oxford exhibition every year at the Ashmolean  
Museum. Contact the Centre to enquire or pick up a 

registration form. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZUMBA & ZUMBA KIDS 
Tuesdays 7.30pm-8.30pm - Adults - £5 
Fridays 4.30pm-5.15pm , 4-6 years - £3,  

Fridays 5.30pm-6.30pm, 7-11yrs - £4 
Ditch the workout, join the party and dance your 

heart healthy! Contact Mariana Bujons 
zumbawithmarianaoxford@gmail.com  

 
 

DANCE CLUB 

Tuesdays 3.15pm-4.30pm  
for children aged 5-11years - £3 per term 

A lively fun class with Katie Collier, in which to ex-
plore different styles of dance. Last year with Emily 
Butler the group learned dances from all over the 

world, starting off the term with Bollywood and Sam-
ba, ending with a beautiful performance of a routine 

they practised! 
Contact the Centre to enquire or pick up a  

registration form. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOGA 
Tuesdays 6.00pm-7.00pm 

A weekly slow vinyasa yoga class suitable for beginners and 
improvers. Class price £35 for 5 classes, £10 drop in. Starts 

20th September.  
Contact Katie Gordon  

Katiegordonyoga@gmail.com

FAMILY CLUB
Mondays 3.15pm-4.30pm - £1 per family 

A fun place for all the family after school. With board 
games, table tennis, various crafts, lego, quizzes and 

not to mention great homework support. 
Contact Jess Casey or Sam Carter  

JAM 
Thursdays 5.30pm-7.30pm 

 for Young people aged 11-16 years  
A club with a Christian focus led by youth workers 

and volunteers from St Andrew’s Church. Food is pro-
vided and there is often a visiting speaker. 

Contact 01865 314 860 for further information 
Contact Jess Casey or Sam Carter  

 
 
 
 
 

GIRLS AND BOYS GROUPS
Mondays 6.30pm-8.30pm, 
for Boys aged 11-18 years   

Giving boys, 11-18 years, a space to come to have fun 
and make a difference in the local area. 

Contact Sam Carter 

Wednesdays 4.00pm-5.15pm 
 for girls in school years 4-6,  

A safe space for girls to share time and support  
each other, giving them opportunities to grow and 

flourish in positive ways. Exploring things like identi-
ty, personal skills, the world around us and encour-
age the girls in the gifts they have. The environment 

is relaxed and it is a place where they can try new 
things.  Contact Jess Casey  

We work very Closely with St Andrews Church, who 
maintain a strong and very welcomed presence in the 
local Community.  Below are clubs/activities they run 

here at the community centre but do visit their website 
or get in touch to find out more about the things they do. 

A little information about the weekly activities we host 



SING AND SIGN 
Mondays 9.30pm-1.30pm 

Help your baby communicate before speech with our 
award-winning baby signing classes. Lots of musical 
fun with songs, rhymes, props, instruments and of 

course our very own Jessie Cat!  
Suitable for 6 months - speaking age.  

Wednesdays 9.30am (Stage 1) and 11.00am (Stage 2) 
Contact Melissa Dryden: 

Telephone: 07969 071661  
Email: oxfordsingandsign@gmail.com. 

Website: www.singandsign.com 

WOLVERCOTE YOUNG PEOPLES CLUB 
YOUTH GROUP 

Wednesdays 7.00pm-9.30pm for  11 -19 years 
Come along and get involved in activities including 

arts, cooking, sports as well as having the opportunity 
to chat about the things that matter to young people. 

Are there things you want to see in your area? Pop 
along and chat to youth workers and have the oppor-

tunity to get involved and plan projects. 

STRENGTH AND BALANCE 
EXCERSICE CLASSES

Thursdays 1.30pm-2.30pm
Part of the Generation Games Programme run by Age 

UK Oxfordshire, this class is aimed at people with 
Parkinson’s but also for those who simply want to 

improve their strength and balance. Chairs are used 
as a support and range of equipment is used. As well 
as promoting good health it's a very supportive class 

which is sociable and a great way to boost  
confidence! Contact: 01235 849403 

PAINTING & DRAWING COURSE 
Tuesdays 1.00pm-3.00pm 

Drawing from still life while studying a particular  
aspect of drawing; achieving tone, scale, perspective, 

mark making and composition using pencil and  
charcoal. A suggested 5 week painting project  

exploring ways of painting and different  
subjects.  Classes are friendly and informal and cater 
to learners of all abilities. The class leader is happy to 

tailor projects to a learners’ needs. 
Contact Sarah Moncrieff: 

07855 522192, sarahmoncrieff10@gmail.com

GENEVA BALLET 
Saturdays 9.00am-10.00pm 

Providing pre-school ballet classes that give an  
excellent introduction to classical ballet, with the aid 

of themes and props. The school follows the Royal 
Academy of Dance  syllabus teaching  pupils classical 
ballet, including free movement and character dance. 

Contact Krystle Smith: 
krystle@genevaballetschool.co.uk  

CUTTESLOWE SENIORS
Fridays fortnightly 

A thriving social and educational club for local people 
aged 60 plus. Cutteslowe Seniors meet every second 

and fourth Friday morning of the month, alternating a 
social meeting (usually with a speaker) with an outing 
to a place of interest. It currently has around 30 mem-
bers and is managed by a part time co-ordinator and 

self-directed management committee.  
Why not stay for lunch in our community café on the 
second Friday of the month, after the meeting at the 

Community Centre? 
Contact Sylvia Barker on 07516 268 550 



COMMUNITY LUNCH 
The 2nd Friday of the month from 12.30-2.00pm 
(food served until 1.30pm) 
A friendly welcoming café providing an affordable, delicious two-course meal 
cooked by local people for the community with fresh fruit and veg sourced from 
Cutteslowe Park. Come and join us and get to know more of your neighbours! 
Prices below: 
Main course -£3.50 (smaller portions for children) 
Light option of soup and freshly baked bread - £1.50 
Dessert - £1.00 
Next Lunches : 12th May, 9th June, 14th July 
Contact the centre for further information or upcoming dates posters and online for menus! 

THAMES VALLEY POLICE - DROP IN SESSIONS 
Once a month we have our local Thames Valley neighbourhood Team drop-in session, where you are  

invited and encouraged to come along, meet and get to know your local officers, have a chat and discuss 
any thoughts or concerns regarding the area. Light refreshments are provided.  

After all what’s a chat without tea and a biscuit! 
Upcoming sessions: Wednesdays, 9am-11am -  10th May, 7th June, 5th July 

 

Have your say 
We do have a great team of residents who volunteer and help us in many ways but we would also like to hear from 

and work with more of you and build up a small focus group to gather your thoughts, opinions and great ideas 
whether they come from you or people you know within the community. 

We are always looking to update and improve activities and services and products like this quarterly newsletter for 
example. Since you are the recipients, you can let us know what you'd like to receive and how you'd like to receive 

it! If you are interested in signing up, contact us for more information. 

Do you have up to an hour to spare once every few months?
We are always looking for volunteers to help us bundle up and deliver this newsletter, as well as occasionally  
delivering flyers and putting up posters in and around the Centre and surrounding area. Contact us if you or  

anyone you know may be interested in helping with delivery to your street or a perhaps a street close by. 

Other opportunities 
We are also always looking for volunteers to help with after school Art and Dance clubs, Stay and Play, 

community allotment, planning and running community and fundraising events, monthly community lunch and 
more! If you have an idea for an activity, group or event, come in and have a chat with us or register your interest 

in joining the focus group. 

Currently seeking volunteers for :  
Thursday After School Art Club, After School Allotment Club, Stay & Play/ Baby Group , Community Lunch  

Paid job opportunities opening up soon for: 
Cutteslowe Summer Playscheme - Play Leader, Cutteslowe Summer Playscheme - Play Assistants 

Please contact the Centre for more information on these opportunities and to apply. 

GETTING INVOLVED WITH THE CENTRE AND THE COMMUNITY



General Enquiries 
31 Wren Road Oxford, OX2 7SX 

01865 311 172 
cutteslowecca@gmail.com  

Office opening times 
Monday - Friday : 9.00am - 1.00pm 

Saturday - Sunday: Office Closed  
(centre open for private hire over weekends) 

Find us online 

www.cutteslowecommunity.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/Cutteslowe.CCA 
www.twitter.com/CuttesloweCCA 

Message us, like us, follow us, tag us! 

The CCA Trustees wish to thank St Margaret’s Institute for meeting the costs of printing the 
Cutteslowe Community Assocation Newsletter 

The Cutteslowe Community Centre is owned by Oxford City Council and managed by  
Cutteslowe Community Association. Volunteer Trustees: Ann Childs (Chair), Sarah Pepys (Vice Chair), Shirley 

McCready, Sarah Scheele, Juliet Field, Ann Johnson, Sue Buckley, Hetty Baker, Don Anderson (Treasurer) 
Office Staff Pam Woolley (Manager), Tenika Blake (Admin) 

The many ways to get in touch! 

Mark your Special Occasion with us 
The Community Centre is available for hire 

Spaces perfect for parties, group activities, meetings and more! We are also always interested in helping  
develop and bring new activities and experiences to the Centre for all to enjoy, so if you run an activity or class 

and would be interested in working in the area, contact us for more information on room availability. 
For room availability and charges please visit our website. 

Alternatively contact Bookings via the main office or email : ccabookings@gmail.com  
Emergency Contact Tel: 07709 892938  

(If you have an urgent enquiry after office closing please leave a text or voice message and you will  
receive a response as soon as possible. ) 

Committee room Lounge 

Hall Kitchen 
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